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Curiosity: Motivation to seek out information. Can be
thought of as a cognitive state or a personality trait (Kidd &
Hayden, 2015).
Perceptual Curiosity (PC): Curiosity that motivates our
engagement through the utilization of visual and sensory input
(Berlyne, 1954).
Epistemic Curiosity (EC): Curiosity that comes from
motivation to acquire knowledge and understand something
(Litman 2010).
Research has revealed that feeling of knowing (FOK)
experiences and curiosity-based decision making differs at the
interindividual level (Brooks et al., 2021).
Ø Is it possible one personality accounts for some of this
variation?
RESEARCH QUESTION:
What is the the influence of personality on curiosity-based
information-seeking behaviours?

r(211)= .04 , p = .617

Personality Types of Interest
•

I-type EC: Obtaining new information which is expected to stimulate
positive feelings of interest (Litman 2010).

•

D-type EC: Reducing undesirable states which result from lacking
certain information (Litman 2010).

•

Intolerance of Uncertainty: Ability to sit with and maintain feelings
of worry (Freeston et al., 1994),

Methods
Participants:
• 390 participants tested total (243 complete data sets)
• 209 collected over the summer (152 useable)

r(211)= .24, p = .004**

r(211)= .13, p = .111

Discussion
Summary:

Questionnaires:

•
•

Ø Epistemic Curiosity Questionnaire
o 10 items using a 4-point Likert scale

•

Ø Intolerance of Uncertainty Subscale
o 27 items using a 5-point Likert scale

High FOKs are associated with being more satisfied
No significant relationship between the FOK restudy correlations with D-type EC,
I-type EC and intolerance of uncertainty.
Only significant relationship found is between intolerance of uncertainty and highlow satisfaction difference. This could suggest that individuals who are more
intolerant to uncertainty, are also more satisfied when curiosity is resolved.

Conclusion:
• The personality traits of D-type EC, I-type EC and intolerance of do not seem to be
accounting for the variation seen by Brooks et al.
• It is still possible that other personality traits are driving this variations so future
studies could explore other personality traits that have been linked to curiosity
seeking behaviour.

Behavioural Task:
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